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The Happineſs. or Miſery of 4 Nation 
dependent upon the Principles and 
Conduct of its Governors. 
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SERMON 


TAUNTON, 


March 14, 1733. 
At the Ass rzs held there for the 
County of SOMERSET, 

By the Right Honourable the 


Lord Chief Baron Reynolds 


And the Honourable 


Mr. Juſtice D ENTON. 


By THOMAS IP . D. Prebendary of 
Wells,” Vicar of D er-Stowey, and Rector of 


© Chedzoy in Hmerſetſbire. 


Publiſh? d at the Kequeſt of the High Sheriff, and the Gentlemen 
' of the Grand Jury. 
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To the Wosenizzv 


Wo, Man Fraunceis, Eſa; 


High Sheriff of the County of SOurnSET ; 


55 And, to the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, viz. 


omas Carew, Eſq; | 
Jobn B amſylde 3 => 
Alexander Seymour : « 
Edward tk? = -_ Fd 
epp Clark a 0 ; 
Franc Newman, why 2 Baker, , Bl 
bomas Popham George Peppin, Elq; 
Cannon Stur hey, Eſq; - Edward Topp, Eſq; 
Fohn Prockter, Eſq; Nicholas Rit 
Adam Martin, Eſq; 72 Burland, 


David Tea, Eſq; bans eee 
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GENTLEMEN, 


Ss OUR kind Acceptance 
ge "a. of the following Diſ- 


. 5 courſe is a freſh Teſti- 

ee 8 mony of your Affection 
— 0 the Preacher; and 
your park for the Publication of 


it, 


ther in the Intervals of a ſeyere 


The Dedication. 
| i, wrong Proof of your Love 
Fe Os 


Should I 2 to | "wok what 
you have favour d and diſtinguiſn' d 
by your Approbation, I ſhould con- 
tradict my own Doctrine, and be 
wanting in Obedience to thoſe Good 


Governors, whom 1 endeavour to 
wcnn. 


As this Sermon was Sarong ger 


Sickneſs; ſo I hope, you will im- 
pute che Imperfections of it to my 


Diſtempers; and when you perceive 


my Invention to flag, or my Periods 
ta be diforder'd, you will conclude the 
Author apprehenſive of ſome freſh 
Attacks from the Gout or Stone. 


- Such 


The Dedication. 


Such a charitable Conſtruction of 
my Labours would as much become 
the Height and Dignity of your 
Stations, as it is necellary to cover 


the Defects and Weakneſſes of 


Your moſt Obedient, and 


Bath, March 


29, 1731. Obliged Servant, | 


Thomas Coney: 
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P ROY. XXIX. 2. 


When the Righteous are in 
authority, the People re- 
ce but when the Mic- 
hed beareth rule, the Peo- 
ple maurn. © 


ESE Words are one of the 
politic Maxims of a great and 
SR T BZ Puiſſant Prince, whoſe Crown was 
5 05 the Gift of God, and whoſe 
N Throue was eſtabliſhed in Righ- 
teouſneſs: A Prince, who had the Entail of 
his Father's Virtues, as well as his Domini- 
ons, and an uninterrupted Flow of Peace and 
Proſperity .to adorn his Reign, and enrich his 


Pom nions. 


Ax p that this Prince might not be wan- 
ting in the Arts of Governing, or deficient in 
any of the perſonal Qualifications of a good 
Governor, he applies himſelf, at his firſt Bs 
ceſſion to the T hrone, to the Fountain of 

B Wil- 


2 A Sermon prèachd 
' Wiſdom, and the Giver of all good Gifts, 
that he would beſtow upon 515 Ker pant an 
underſtanding Heart, to judge God's People, 
that be might diſcern between good and” bad. 
For who (495 he) is able to Judge this thy 
fo great a People, whom thou bat choſen, and 
ewhich cannot be numbred nor counted for Me 


Ls | wal 


THE Importance of the Charge put a 
Damp upon the Honour of it; the Dread 
of Injuſtice ſuggeſted an uncommon Cauti- 
on in acting; and the Preſervation of the 
Peoples Liberties added a Keenneſs * Ar- 
dor to the Prayers of the Monarch. | 


I fine, God was ſo well pleaſed with 
the Petition of King Solomon t, with the 
Modeſty and Self- denial of the Offerer, 
and the diſcintereſs'd Views of every Part 
of the Addreſs: God was (as I may fay) 
in ſuch Admiration, that this young Prince 
ſhould not be captivated with Grandeur and 
Riches ; nor graſp at the Glories of a long 
Reign, or the gaudy. Triumphs over an ex- 
piring Enemy, that he ſuper-added even all 
theſe Felicities to his more valuable Choice 
of M dem; and further ' promiſes him, That 
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f be would walk in bis Ways, and keep. bis 


Statutes and his Commandments, as bis Fa- 
tber David did wall, tben be would lengthen 


bis Days. 


8 Bleſſings, 3 ye ſee, were to light on 
the Head of the Monarch, and future Pro- 


miſes to enliven his ExpeQarions. Obedi- 
ence was to tranſmit the Regalities to his 
Poſterity 3 ; The Adminiſtration of Juſtice to 
augment" every. Degree of his Happineſs ; 
and the Care of the People to perpetuate 
the memory of his proſperous Reign. 


Now this being the Caſe of Solomon in 
reſpe&t of Himſelf, his Family and his King- 


dom, He might, very well, from his own 


Experience, form thoſe general Maxims of 
Government which ate diſpers'd up and down 
through the Book of Proverbs ; and by 
putting himſelf in the place of other Po- 
tentates and Rulers, pronounce the Happi- 
pineſs or Miſery of their Subjects from 
the reſpective Virtues or Vices of their Ma- 
ſters. 


» Whan the Righteous are in Authority, | the 
People rejoyce : But when the Wicked bearetb 


ſs the People mourn. 
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* Ver. 14. 
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By the Authority of the Righteous, and the 
Bearing Rule of the Wicked, I would not con- 
fine Power only to the Supreme Magiſtrate, 
but extend it to all ſuch as act by his Com- 
miſſion, and are his Deputies and Subſtitutes, 
to put the Laws in Execution, and regulate 
the Behaviour and Manners of a Nation. 


Buy the Rejoycing of the People, I would not 
barely reſt in ſome outward Expreſſions of 
Mirth ;/ but carry it to that Solid Pleaſure and 
; Satisfaction of the Heart, which ariſes from a 
Juſt Reflection upon thoſe many Privileges 
and Advantages they Enjoy. 


. MovnnrNxG,y on the contrary,” may in 
this Place imply a Regret' of Mind for the 
Loſs of former Happineſs, a Dejection for the 
Suffering ' of preſent” Miſeries, and ſome 
Sorrowful Expoſtulations” for Want of the 
Comforts and Neceſſaries of Eife. 


Fon the Words thus guarded and ex- 
plain'd, theſe two Obſervations do evidently: 
reſult. 


Firft, The Joy and Satisfaction, which the 
Subject receives from. the wiſe and regular 
Adminiſtration of good Governors. 


. 
. 
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* 
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1 3 The Sorrow and Miſery which' 
__- — :a Nation, when Dominion is 
l . 


Tra B. braſs Obſervations ſhall * 
the main Subject of our enſuing Diſcourſe : 
And the Second, (as being, I hope, foreign 
to the Caſe of our preſent Conſtitution,) ſhall 
be diſmiſs'd with ſome general Remarks, in 
Order only, that beholding the Mifery of 
Others, we may learn to Applaud the Hap- 
poineſs of our ſelves. 


ie FS. Drs Han LY 


Wu v theſe Two Obſervations are diſ- 
patch'd, I ſhall, in the laſt place, apply my 
ſelf to the People,” for the Returns of 
Love and Gratitude to their Superiors, and a 
Conduct and Behaviour every ways fuitable to 
the many : Pleaſures and Advantages they 
receive from good Government. 


ol Se apt 


| Reg, Then I am to confider the Joy and 
Satisfaction which the Subject receives from 
the wiſe and regular Adminiſtration of good 
Governors; When the Righteous are in Auſbori- 


« | Jv People 9 
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' Tn Foundation of this Remark reſults 
from a due Interpretation of the Word, 
Righteous; a Term of a very large and ex- 
tenſive ſignification in Scripture ; but, as ap- 
plicable to good Government, capable of 
being reſtrain d to the Four following Partitu- 


Er, The Orthodox and Chriſtian Printiples 
of our Governor, for the Protection of 
the People in their Religious Right, 
according to the Laws of that Conſtitus ' 
tion, by which he governs. 


Secondly, A prudent Management of the 
Revenue ariſing from the Labours and 
Eſtates of the People, ſo as it may 
anſwer the End of the Donation, and 
no ways contribute to the Oppreſſion 
and Impoveriſhing of the Donors. | 


Thirdly, A Due Diſpenſation of Juſtice for 
the Encouragement of the Innocent, 
and the Peace of the Community. 
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Foarthly, A Suppreſſion and Puniſhment of 
Vice, for the further Security of the 
Subject in his Life and Property. 
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0 Be Tam to chender the Intereſt of 4 
People in the Orthodox and Chriſtian Princi- 
ples of their Governor, by which he is. 
engaged to protect them in the Exerciſe 
of Religion, according to the Laws of that 


Conſtitution 4 which he governs. ? 


RK 11815 5 having the Promiſe of this 
Life and of that which 1s to come, muſt be 
very dear to ſuch of its Profeſſors, as have 
any Inheritance upon Earth, or any Ex- 
pectations from Heaven. Every Breach of 
an Article of Faith is an Invaſion of Pro- 
perty, and every ſanguinary Proceeding an 
Hoſtility upon Conſcience. Every irreligious 
Book is an Arraignment of our Chriſtian 
Birth-right, and a Conteſting of our Title 
to Salvation. The Publication of falſe No- 
tions is a Declaration of War againſt our 
Lord and Saviour, and an Encroachment | 
on the Liberties of his faithful Subjects. 
Hereſie over-turns the Goſpel, and Schiſm 
defaces the Beauty of the Church. Infideli- 
ty ſaps the Foundations of all Government, 
and Blaſphemy is an Attack upon that God, 
by whom Kings rule, and Subjects live. 


Fon the Stifling of theſe Evils, I ſhall 
give you the Words of an eminent Prelate, 
from his yp Pi ftoral Letter, who com- 

. mands 


8 lun prone. 
mands your Attention both as a Lawyer 
and a Divine, and who, from his noted 
Principles of Moderation and Indulgence, 
cannot be. ſuppos d to fall or rd e 
ſecutim Meaſures. | Tere | 


I cannot, Gaye be) but think it the 

* Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate at all times, 
to take Care that Religion be not treated 
either in a Ludicrous, or à Reproachful 
* Manner; and effectually to diſcourage ſuch 
* Books and Writings, as ſtrike equally at 
« the Foundation of all Religion, and of 
Truth, Virtue, Seriouſneſs, and good Man- 
cc ners; and by Conſequenee at the Foun- 
« dation of civil Society. | 


From this Quotation, together. with what 
vas remark d before, I think the People have 
a double Claim upon the Civil Power, in 
religious Matters; One, to be ſecur'd from 
the Inſults of Error; and Another, to be pror 
tected in the Exerciſe of Truth. 


Uyron any Failures in theſe Points, Su; 
picions pankle in the Breaſts of the Multi- 
tude, and Revilings get into their Tongues. 
Heavy Grievances are complain'd of, a 
bitter Remonftrances pen d. Religion has fre- 
quently bewail'd her own Misfortunes, and 
made the moſt terrible Out-cries againſt 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion. The Danger of 

the 
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& Taunton A. 5 
the Church has been magnified, and Perſecuti- 
on ſounded from every Quarter of the King- 


dom. Cabals and Leagues have been form'd, 
and Covenants aud Engagements entred into. 


Reſiſtance has been legitimated, and Self-preſer- 
vation taken up Arms. T9 your Tents, O Iſrael, 
bas been the Sanftified Alarm : W bat Portion 
bave wo in David ? What Inberitance in the Son 
of Feſſe, * has been the upbraiding Language 
of a diſcontented Majority? In fine, the 
Abdication of Kings has prov'd the Conſe- 


quence of abuling Authority, and the Revo-. 
lution and Loſs of Kingdoms the Fate 2 a 


thoſe who have trampled upon the Religious %f 
* injur d Subjects. 


I don? t, My Brethren, pretend, that in 
all the Facts here alluded to, the Conſciences 
of Male-contents have been rightly inform'd 


in their religious Scuffles, and exorbitant De- 


mands upon their Superiors. But this I 


obſerve, That Religion, whether true or 


falſe, has a powerful Sway and Influence on 
the People: And from hence I would 
ſuggeſt, that the Safeſt Expedient to prevent 
Mutinies, and ſec ure the Continuance of 
d Good Government, would be to leave the 
Prople in the full Poſſeſſion of thoſe ee 
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* Kings 12. 16. 
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Privileges which the Law has given therm 
thar the Minds of ſober and ell diposd 
Chriſtians may be comforted in their Loy- 
aky and Obedience; and the many diſtruc- 
tive Claims of refractory and ſeditious Per- 
ſons quell'd and ſubdu d. 


Unnz x this Holy Protection, I cannot 
but mingle my ſelf with the Joys and Ac» 
clamations of the Multitude, and glory in 
my own Felicity, as a Native of England, 
and a Profeſſor of the Catholic Faith. For 
as it was one of the great Promiſes to the 

Church, That Kings ſhould become her Nurs 
ing Fathers, and Queens her Nurſing Mu- 
thers *; ſo it is the eminent Happineſs of 
our Rs Conſtitution, that Chriſtianity is in- 
corporated with the State, and the Precepts 
of the Goſpel give the greateſt Vigour and 
Energy to our National Laws. For the Sa- 
tisfaction of the People, our Kings are obli- 
ged by the Act of Sttlement ,. to be in 
Communion with the Fftabliſhed Church: 
No Pretence of a Foreign Birth is to ex- 
empt the Sovereign: None of the Preju- 
dices of Education are to break the Bonds 
of Unity and Peace: No Plea of a diffe- 
rent Form of Eccleſiaſtical Government, to 
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confront our Primitive EIS co PACY, or 
vacate the Uſe of our Pious LITUR G v. 


| Sremdly, The Intereſt and Good of the 
People is further to be conſider d, in the 
prudent Management of ſuch Revenues 
as ariſe from their Labours and Eſtates, 


3 ſo as the Uſe may anſwer the End of the 


Donation, and no ways contribute to the Op- 
preſſion and Impoveriſhing of the Do- 
nors. 


— 


0 the Sovereign, upon ſome preſſing 
Occaſions, has the Command of the Lives. 
and Fortunes of his Subjects; ſo it is a 
Joy to the ſame Subjects that their Blood 
is not idly ſpilr, nor their Subſtance em- 
bezzled upon every frivolous Pretence. The 
Neceſſity of Affairs is ſuch an Argument 
as no Man can be inſenſible of, who has 
any Love for his Country, or any Deſire 
of preſerving his own Intereſt in the Good 
of the Public. The Inroads and Encroach- 
ments of an Enemy muſt be oppos d, and 
Force and Violence repell'd in the fame 


rough and martial Methods by which they 


are committed. To be rame Spectators of 


N 4 the Ruin of our Country, is unbecoming 
the Bravery of an Engliſh Spirit: To be 
inſulted abroad, or plunder d at home, 


C 2 ig 


12 4. Sermon. preach s 


js equally diſtaſtful to the Fortitude and 
Wiſdom of a free Nation. | 3 


Ir any of theſe Calamities ſhould hap- 
pen, tis her Happineſs of the People that 
the Righteous are in Authority. For with 
Theſe they can repoſe the greateſt Conſi- 
dence ; With _ Theſe they can entruſt the 
the largeſt iT realure. 


A $ "om Demands of the 8 m 
upon ſome Exigences, be great, and t 
Expences of the Public run high '; fo it is 
a Comfort to the Subject, that no Mono- 
poly of Places, or unneceſſary Increaſe 
of Penſions; No aggrandizing of Fa- 
milies, or Enriching of Relations, add. to 
the Weight of National Burdens, or ſink 
the Loyal into Want and Penury. Under 
ſuch a Government, the Extortioner ſhall 
not conſume what the Righteous bath gain d, 
mor the Spoiler eat the Labours of the 
Frugal. No Dread of Corruption ſinks the 
Spirits of the People; No greedy. Purſuit 
of Self-intereſt ſours their Tempers. The 
Country applauds the Court, and the. Senate 
the Miniſtry. The Merchant pays his Tribute, 
and the Peaſant” his Taxes. The Sailors 
go down with Pleaſure to the Sa in Ships, 
and occupy their Buſi.eſs in great IWaters. 
The Mechanic rites early to ſerve his 
"= _ 


wif 
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a Taunton Ace. | 123 
Sovereign, ' and ſits up late to Support hig 


Country. Every Soul cs the Bread of 


Carefulneſs, and yet every Soul con gratulateg 
the wiſe Adeinifirations 0 a N Governs 


 Thirdhy, 2 Satisfation which the 
People reap from good Government, is 2 
due and regular Difpenſation of Juitice, for 
the Encouragement of the Innocent and the 
Proſperity of a N ation. 855 


As Man was deſign d by Nature for a 
Sociable Creature, and is endow'd by the 


IF} Creator with all the Gifts and Graces which 
a | may qualify | him for that End ; ſo he hay 


a ſort of an Hereditary Right | 

Juſtice, that he may anſwer the End of 
his Being, and be ſerviceable to the Pre- 
ſervation of that Community to which he 
belongs. If the Foundations be » caſt down, 
what © ſhall the Righteous do? Juſtice is 
the Support of Government, and the Bond 
of Unity and Peace. It is the Baſis of 
Commerce and Traffic, and the very Life 
of Treaties and Alliances. It is the Honour 
of a Nation abroad, and the Proſperity of 


4 its Inhabitants | ” hoe. It ſecures the 
Credit of the Fair Trader, and guards 
y the good Name of an inoffenſive Neighbour. 


It 
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It ſtifles the Malice of a falſe Tongue, and 
drowns the Clamours of Lying and Defa- 
— _ 


Up the Protection of juſtice, 
Faith returns to the Earth, and Truth 
walks e through our streets Ra- 
pine and Violence bang down their 
Heads, and Compacts and Agreements ob- 
tain their natural Force. Her Rulers are not 
4 Terror to g90d Works, but to the evil . 
Magiſtracy is inſtituted for the Benefit of 
Society, and the civil Sword is to guard 
the Wealth and Proſperity of a Nation. 
- Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power 8 
Do that which is good, and thou ſhall have 
Praiſe of the ſame: For be is the Miniſter of 
Cod 10 thee for good F. a 


Now this Miniftration for good © was 


never more conſpicuous than in our own 
Nation, where Men of Learning and- 


Probity in their Profeſſion, Men of noted 
Candor and Compaſſion, as Advocates for 
the Diſtreſs d, are deputed by the King to 
bear Controverſ ies, and to judge in the 
Land, that every Man which bath any Suit 
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er Canſe, might tome to * and they might 
do him Fuſtice . | "Jl 


JusTICE indeed is . pleating 
for the Innocent, and daily preſiding in our 
Courts of Judicature. She takes her Re- 
ſidence with our Commiſſioners of the Peace 
in the Country, and inſtructs every * 
Politic and civil Incorporation for 
Intereſt of their reſpective Inhabitants. 


15 


Bor at Tivo particular Saſons of the 


Year, ſhe appears with more Solemn 


Pomp, and a larger Retinue of Clients. 
Then the Hindows of Heaven ſeem to be opens 


ed, and the-Fountains of the great Deep broken 
1 * The Skies pour down Righteouſneſs, 


Earth openeth and bringeth forth Sak 


vation. Judgment runueth down as Waters, 


and Equity as a mighty Stream 4, Juſtice takes 


her beloved Circuits, and makes her Progreſs 
® through the whole Land. She uttereth her 
2 Voice in the Streets, and crieth in the 
3 * Places 7 * . She invites and 
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intreats, " the: offers and ſolicites ; he afliſts* 
i e 


ET! 
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- Punthly; The laſt Advantage which the 


Subject receives from good Government, is 
the Suppreſſion and Puniſhment of Vice,” | 


for the anne Pork of his __ and ** 
„ 3017 


Ius rres may be well repreſented” with 
a double Aſpect, frowning upon the Tranſ- 


greſſor with as much Sternneſs and Rigour, 4 


as ſhe ſmiles upon the Innocent with 


Delight and Complacency. She holds 
Puniſhments in her Left Hand, as well as 


Rewards in her Right ; and brandiſhes the 
glitrering Sword over the Criminal's Head,' 
when the Entreaties of Mercy can make 
no Impreſſion * his Heart.” 1 oh 


11 this View," the Civil Stags is 
ard an ' Avenger, a . To bad Works, 


aud an Executor of Wrath upon bim that 
doth Evil *: The Law, (which'is to regu- 


. Rom. 13% 3754. 
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and directs, as Objects preſent, and Occaſions q 
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1455 his Proceedings.) is made for the lawleſs 

E and diſobedient, for the ungodly and for ſinners, 

For unboly and profane, for Murderers of Fa- 

5 © thers and Murderers of Mothers, for Mat- 

ayers, for Whore-mongers, for them that 

dei themſelves with Mankind, for Men- 

S IX ftealers, for Liars, and for ee Per- 
e. 
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„ In ſuch deſperate 1 Mercy and 
th Indulgence loſe — wonted Plea; neither 
nſ= F ſhould the Preſervation of a. Criminal en- 
ur, croach upon the Rights . of Nature, or 
ith be thrown into the Balance with a na- 
Ids tional Good. 1 


d,' How | ſhould Peace be wichis our Walls; 
ke and Plenteouſneſs mithin our Palaces 1; 
bil Miſcbief and MWickedneſs are in 
' = #be midſt thereef, and Deceit aud Guile go 
is not out of our Preets + ? 


ar 2 
u- ; * Tim. 1. 9, 10. 

E: + Pal. 122. T : 
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Ho w ſhould our Brethren and Gates. 
ons enjoy Health and Proſperity, when 
they are threatned by tucendiaries at —＋4 3 
and attack'd by Ruffians abroad? 
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0 ow can the Cattel feed upon. a thouſand ; 
Hills, and the Valleys ftand ſo _ with © 
Corn that they laugh and ſing *; if the 
Extortioner may conſume our Lads, and 
Vagrants and Robbers make Seizures at 
Pleaſure ? 7-54 Þ | 
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How ſhould our Land yield ber Increaſe, 
and the Owners and Proprietors ſit un- 
moleſted under their own Vine, and their © 
ou. 'Fig-tree f; when Plundering and 
Devaſtation ravage our Territories, and 


Riots and Murders conſume the Inno- 
cent? ä 


* Plaly 50. 10. Pſal. 65. 13. pſal. 109. 10. 
Þ Mic. 4. 4+ 


at Taunton.- Aces 19 


I, theeefore;” a Nation is to be preſerv'd, 
and the Intereſt of the People maintain d: 
If Life is to be defended, and Property 
4 diſtinguiſh ; If the Improvement of our 
Country is to be conſulted, and her Til- 
lage and Manufactures encourag d; The 
and Magiſtrate muſt not bear the Su od | is 
vith vain, nor the Mutinous and Diſobedient 
the expect Impunity. The Civil Sanction 
and muſt: give Spirit to the Laws; Fetters 
at and Impriſonment muſt awe the Guilty, 
| and the Fudge ſtand always at the Door 
for a Terror to Malefactors. But, 


hen 


un. © Secondly, The Text leads us to make 
125p ſome Remarks upon the Sorrow and Miſe- 
ind ry which muſt diſtract a Nation, when 
nd © Dominion is lodgd in wicked Hands. 


* An D it is no ſmall ſatis faction that this 
C ſeemingly” ungrateful Task can be per- 
3 form'd, by a Diſplay of our own Happi- 
2 neſs, at the ſame Time that we ex- 
poſe the Oppreſſion of our Neighbours. 
When the Wicked beareth Rule, the People 
mourn, 


D 2 Tais 


Tus Aſſertion was never mote fully 
verified than in the ſeveral Reigns 'of I 
the Kings of Fudah and Jſrae}, whoſe | 

onal Vices brought Plagues , Famines, 
Defeats, Plunderings, Captivities, and at 
laſt a total Deſtruction upon theit Pope 
and Dominions. 


— Quiequis delirant reges; plectuntur 4 
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B v T  forafinuch Nil as lay was 
the leading Crime of the Fewiſh Monarchs, 
and the Calves of Dan and Beth-el were 
ſtanding Provocations to a God of Jealouſie t 
Foraſmuch alſo as this henious Sin is 
expell'd with Popery from our Nation, and 
ſecur d from a Return by a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion ; We haye ſome Grounds to hope 
that the Wrath of Heaven may be ap- 
peas'd, and that the Ruin of Tudea ſhall * 
never be our Fate. ED _ 
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J and Arbitrary Power appears in all its Ty 
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Wnouyin would fee Miſery in * 


moſt frigheful ſhapes, muſt look into Coumtrieg 


abe Liberey © 3 ſuppreſsd, and Papal 


ranny and Exactions. C£here Rache! may by 


1 heard weeping for ber Children, and refuſing 
to be comforted, becauſe they are not *. There 


Zion may mourn, aud Judab be carried 


N into Captivity : Te young Men may be 
2 /tain with t be Sword, and the Virgins not 
1 | given in Marriage. The Will of the 


ince is the Rule of Juſtice, and a 
Blood-thirſty Miniſtry are the Executioners 
of his Pleaſure. Religion is eneryated for 
ſecular Deſigns, and the Traditions: 'of Men 
vacate the Commandments of God: The 
Purity of the Goſpel is blended with 


® Paganiſm, and Devotion loſt in W 
and anner A151 


T H1S wu the heavy Doe which 
galld the Neck of our Anceſtors; The 


4 Rod of Iron which none of their N 
4 99 ſubmit to be 5 with. 


— 


* 
c—_— 1 in AM 


SHOULD 


FT ks 


- —__ a _ rus OOTY _ 
: A — 8 
— - — 
g — — - N 
— — 
ern * n * 7 kt © 25m. o 
—— — — hs 
— — — 
* * — 


* * 2 
— Aetrwe La 


_ — 
- 


22 A Sermon preach'd + 


8 no any Danger now threaten us, 
it muſt} probably ariſe from a different 
er: Should any Judgments hang over 


— 


our Heads, they muſt be the Products of 1 


another Set of _ "aff 
Garvey d we indeed, give into the Com- 
plaints of our Enemies, and ſuppoſe Cor- 
ruption in one Branch of our Conſtitution, 
and Male Adminiſtration in another: Coil 


we ſuppoſe, that thoſe who make the 
Laws, are the moſt forward to break them; 


and that Inferiors only are bound that 


Superiors might have the greater Range 
of Licentiouſneſs. Could we ſuppoſe, that 
in our moſt public Places of Concourſe, 


Oaths and Blaſphemy were the Practice of 4 


Great Men; and that Gaming and Aſen- 
blies broke in upon. the Laws for the Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath, and the Suppreſſi- 
on of Prophaneneſs and Immorality: Could 
we ſuppoſe, that our Churches ſhould be 


empty, unleſs for the procuring of a Qua- 


ification ; and. that fewer Complements were 
paid to God in his Houſe,, than to a Prime 
"Miniſter of State at his Levee: Could we 
ſuppoſe, that Journey's ſhould he always un- 
dertaken, and Riding for Wagers enterpri- 
zed, n che Days of Religious Reſt, and 
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XZ God and dur Kingdom: Could, I ſay, Theſe, 


1 Tanmnron-4ſſiz2s: 23 
ar the moſt folemn Hours of Divine Wor- 


hip; and That too in the very Face of 


our Aſetropalis, in the public View of {6 
many thouſand Spectators, and in 
Contempt and Defiance of the Laws of 


or any ſuch-like Enormities be fixd _ 
Men in high Stations, the People might 
mourn for. the Wickedneſs of them that beat 
Rule : The People might expect the. Ven- 
geance of God in ſome National Judg- 
ments, and dread the ſuffering in their own 


Perſons for the Guilt of their Superi- 
Org | & IV. LPR. - 92 2 


Dry ing 60 the ee our con- 
ſtitution is ſo well grounded, and the Ad- 


miniſtration of it remains a dead Weight 


upon Sin and Immorality : Since the Vir- 
tues of our Sovereign are ſo notified in 
the Examples, are ſo conſpicubus by the 
Imitation of his Miniſters; and the Uſe» 
fulneſs of all that are put in Autbority, is 


2 ſufficiently. known by the Integrity and In- 
corruptneſs of their Officers: Who is the 
Man that dares, at this happy Juncture, to 
ſow Sedition among the People? Who is 
he, that by Ungodly Suſpicions- and Craf- 
ty Inuendoes, would ſhake our Loyalty? 
Or, by Secret Intelligences, or an Unfair 


be Re- 
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| Third * laſt Place, to 1 my 
felf to the People for a Conduct and 
Behaviour ſuitable to the many Advan- 
tages they veceive m 4 good” 'Governs 
Heut. 1 


Bet Then, Let the People live accord - 
| ing to Law and Religion: And then they 
will have a Rule and Standard for their 
Actions, and know how to avoid the An- 
noyance of Others, as well as ſue for the 
Redreſs, or procure the Peace of themſelves. 
The Lawleſs and Diſobedient," are the Pas» 
trons and Fomenters of Diſorder, and the 
very Peſts of good Neighbourhood and 
Society: But Religion calms the Outrages 
of Exceſs and Anger, and ſmooths down 
the rugged Diſpoſitions of corrupted Na- 
ture. Law determines the Limits of Pro- 
perty, and compoſes thoſe Wars and Fight= 
ings, thoſe Envyings and Contentions , which 
are generated by Luft, and 3 = 
Revenge and r 
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Secondiy, 
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e Let not the People incomm 
a good Government, 7 too eager an Aﬀece- 
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ble Ne in 
of the People. But 14000 can never hy 
| abſolute in her Demands, or boundleſs in 
her Extent; but muſt be confin'd in her 
E. and ſuffer Reſtrictions like o- 
er Virtues. The proper Province of 
Liberty is abet Things Milifercnt ; and 
ber Claims can extend no further r to 
what "Nature has given us as Men, what 
Religion' has purchas'd for us as Chriſtians, 
Po in what © the Law has" allotted to tis 
as Subjects. When Perſons of bold and 3 
piring Tempers have been uneaſie under 
Mutiny, and Rebellion have been the 
fatal Conſequences of their miſ- guided Li- 
berty. The Multitude has been blown up 
with Romantic Notions of their Birtb- 
right: The Subject has been mounted into 
a Sovereign ; The Enthuſiaſt into an A- 


E ** 


tv, e the Sentence ef Tnignen i 
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poſtle; Tbe soldier ms a Saint, and the 
gg into a Judge. | 
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2 'rdly, For the Prevention "of ſuch "12 
conveniences, and the more effectual Security 


of good Government, Let. 56 "Fate 


maintain its Station, in e i _ Palitic. 
. the Belly | murmur, nor the, Han. 
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the Place of t © Head, nor 


ceaſe to NF % Let not the Feet uy 
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1. 1 5 Fighting | is. =) the 


Anvil and the Fire, or Whaſe Talk is, of 


| | Furrows and Bullosks, may, be wiſe . in 4 7 75 


on Work, and maintain the ate of . the 
Warld; Bur they ſhall nde be, ſought for. in 
#wblic., Counſel, nor ſit. in the [7 Judges ' 94 
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E . a Ii „Nile «Ay 0 
wy ol Crpper-ſmith muſt not 
jure an Apoſtle, without expecting 'a Re. 
ward according to bis Works * ; Nor the 
"Makers" f. Silwer-ſprines, for Diana of...the 
Hpbeſtans be guilty of Upraari and Tumults, 
ander a Colour that their Craſt is in 
e { wr * 


there, gr 


1 eputies = pre OA 


Zbem. ap} e oh i: Only Let t Ie 
. Proceſs. be 'manag'd in a regular Manner, 


| the , Cauſe heard in a Ada Ae. and 


the , Sentence paſs' d by an authorig d d 
Judge. 
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; Fourthly,,. 4 a a farther” N of 


good Government, Let the people 
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Caution d 1 vexatious and frivolo 

Lawſuits. For theſe farigue the Ma giltrate, 
and miſ-ſpend his Time: They "hinder 
the "TOY of more + weighty Afﬀairs, and 
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3 ** 2 is Wache "th 


| latte, fo Awful and nts, that 


othing, metllinks, mould appear there, 
but what: requites che Examination of "the 
Learned, -and* the Deciſion "of the Juſt. 


Arities are ide coming the Station of thoſe 


venera le , Sages, who Jade” not for Alen, 
bur for „he Lord; and "the "Tow Revenge 
"of an ill natur d "Nel hbour” deſerves rather 
the * 'Correftion "of © the Socks, n the 
” Gi of © the Bench, 9 Aa 


Eſthh, and laſtly, upon the paſſing even 


of a wrong Sentente, the People are to be 
frequently, advis'd to © Submiffiol, and not 
to cenſure a Righreous Government er 
. Faults of their own 35 


| "os 


Wu o can be ſuch a 8 in „ lee 
e to be ignorant of the Artifice of 


Pleader:, the Falſeneſs of Mirneſſes, the 
Subornation of Evidence, and the Partiality 
of Jurers? And are not theſe the Cauſes, 
why Juſtice is ſo often turr'd out of the 
Hay, and Innocence ſo notoriouſly op- 

prefled ? 
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a And don't © theſe Evils proceed 


23 


from our + own ſelves, and ſpring from 
ſome of thoſe Privileges which the People 
are ſo fond and tenacious of ? And 
ſhould ' not the People therefore turn 
their Reſentment upon their own Body 
rather than their Superiors? Should | 
not reform at home, rather than caſt 
their Reflections abroad 2 And blame the Per- 


Jury of their Equals, more than the Pay 


of their Judge ? 


Bur it is to be hoped that even theſe 
Inconveniences (which Good Men have fo long 


lamented, and the Injur'd fo ſeverely felt,) 


are now redreſs'd by the Wiſdom of our Le- 
giſlators, and that all Things are ſo regulated 
as to promote the Peace of Society, the 


Honour of our Laws, the Eſtabliſhment of 
Juſtice, the Suppreſſion of the Litigious, and 


the Protection of the Innocent. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, but 

. one Eternal God, be rendred and aſcrib d, 
as is moſt due, all Might, Majeſiy, and 
- Adoration, both now- and for Ever. 
Amen. 
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BOOKS Written by the Reverend Dr. 

Coney, and ſold by W. Innys in 
Tz St. Paul's Church-yard, London, and 
. I. Leake in Bath. W ee 


4 

Preparation for Death. of 

rſes, Hymns, and Prayers upon the 

moſt important Subjects relating to Sickneſs. 

To which is added, a particular Form of De- 
# votion for Sick Perſons: The Third Edition. 


Companion for a Sick Bed: Or, 
A Confifti 
iſcou 


The Devout Hul, in Two Parts. Conſiſting 
of Meditations, Poems, Hymns and Prayers, 
on ſeveral Occaſions : To which are ſign 
Two Eſſays ; One upon Devotional Books, and 
o Other upon Divine Poetry. The Second 
Edition, | 87 


Twenty Five Sermons preach'd upon ſeveral 
Subjects and Occaſions. To which is annex d, 
a ſhort Character of the Right Reverend Fa- 
ther in God, Dr. George Hooper, late Biſhop of 
Bath and Wells. 
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